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The InTRODUCTION. 


MONG all human undertakings 
none is —— . 


8 _ 


by few; and it is till more rare, to find 
them all united in the ſame perſon. As 
a man often flatters himſelf that he is 
lov'd better than he really 1 — 
if he deſerves it, and has taken pains 
make himſelf ſo, ſome heads x 74-6 
ſpirnaꝝ rely ĩntirely on the affection their — . 
have ſor them; but there are 7 
few ſwiendſhips which are ſtronget than 
— r 
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is no fear of his indiſcretian, he is always 
more diſpaſſionateand cool in affection: 
he knows too well the extent and pra- 
| bability of the danger to which he is ex- 
pos'd, and the various meaſures he can 


tat if he Yiſcovers it to them againſt 
BE whom it is form'd, his reward is certain. 
—— 2 — is only 
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other matters, it can ſupply him with no 


light in this, nor any aſſur d conſequen- 


ces for his good conduct. In order to 
avoid committing a conſiderable fault 
in a conſpiracy, it is neceſſary that a man 
ſhould have been in one already, but it 
is very rarely that any one perſon is en- 
gag'd in two while he lives. If the firſt 
ſucceeds, the advantages he receives by 
it generally put him in a condition a- 
bove having occafion to hazard himſelf 


petiſhes; or if he makes his eſcape, it 
ſeldom happens that he is willing to run 


. the' ſame riſque again. To theſe incon- 
veniencies muſt be added, that let our 
hatred be ever ſo great againſt tyrants, 
2 man always loves himſelf mate than 
he hates another; that it is notexnobgh - 


«hat conſpirators are faihfu}; ; unleſs they 
are all mutually 
fidelivy ; that the head of the conſpiracy 
a regard to all the panick 
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in a ſecond: if it does not ſucceed, he 
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* the Republick of Venice. $. | 
ever experience 2 man may have in all. 


perſuaded of tach others | 


ought:to-have | 
fears/and the moſt ridiculous imaging + 
tigns which may ſeize them, as well as m— 2 
3 


| - 6 Spaniſh Conſpiracy againſt | 
in his enterprize ; becauſe the firſt; as 
ny well as the laſt, are capable of ruining 
it; that a word ſpoken on another ſub- 
| je, and a geſture without deſign, are 
Able to makethem believe they ate be- 
| tray d, and ſoprecipitate the execution; 
that a. ſingle. circumſtance of time or 
, Which in truth is of noimportance, 
ſufficient ſometimes to frighten them, 
merely becauſe it was not foreſeen ; that 
according to the natural of men, 
„ how's 7 rh dap ror we, 47" >: 
and find reaſons to believe they are 
| — — 4 
| — thems$ and he who knows he is guilty, 
| applies every thing to himſelf. That if all *, 
wee difficulties are almoſt infuperable 
in conſpiracies which are fram'd on- 
ly for the death of a firigle perſon, what 
| _ will they de in thoſe which attack a great 
l number at once, which aim at the uſur- 
pation of a town, or of a whole ſtate, and 
which for that reaſon requires larger 
ſpace of time, and more hands to execute 
— them? theſe conſiderations have always 
- - mademeJook upon this kind of enter- 
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the Repnblick of Venice. 7 
ſtructive parts of hiſtory; and have alſo 


Spain at Venice had contriv'd a- 


yentrs ago. Ikuow not whether my judg- 
ment is decaiv dj dy the fondneſs I have 
— — 
I think, never was 
detter ſeen | of prudence in the 
affairs of the world, and the power of 
chante ; the extent and the bounds of 
ms ind of man, its greateſt elevation, 
and-its moſt ſecret weakneſſes; the in- 


finite particulers which muſt be regarded 


to govern; the difference between the 
good ſubtilty, and the bad, and berween 
ability and cunning) and if malice ivnc- 
ver more odiou?, chan when it makes 
anaduſe of the moſt excellent things, the 
reader will conceive a hor- 
ror at it from this hiſtory, when he ſhall 
ſee the nobleſt qualifications employ d 
to ſo abominable an end: thus one of 
theGredian ſages ſeeing a criminal main- 


gaiaſt that republick about faxty five | 
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this affair proceeded from 


ſrrdearerying out, * Thou wrench, who 
„ 7 Ah CONT . 
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Ae berween Pol the vn 

and the republick of Venice having 
been terminated by the mediation. of 
France, with the honour due to the Holy 
See, and the glory which the Venetians 
deſery'd, — — 
ny ras reaſon to 
As they had ror ard pay or 
Pope; and had offer'd him to compel the 
Venetians to ſubmit by force of arms, 
they were inrag'd that he had treated 
without their participation. But having 
penetrated into the ſecret of the agree- 
ment, they found they had no cauſe to 
be offended with the Pope, and that the 
contempt which was put upon them in 
the Republick.. 


It was s the ſenate which bad in ſome mea- | 
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the Venetians were too well known, and 
the care he had taken of their intereſt in 
this diſpute with the court of Rome. 
Bot bis death having ſet the Spaniards 
at liberty, they wanted now nothing but 


a fair handle to put things in motion. 


, A company of pyrates, call d the Uſ- 
coques, had ſettled in the territories 
which the houſe of Auſtria poſſeſſes on 
the Adriatick ſea, and which are conti- 
guous to the Venetians. Theſe robbers 


— 1612 7 but this accom- , 


—_—— the part 7 


fear from the Turks, they were better 
able to ſupport this war than the Arch- 
Duke. n 
Emperor wo make a peace, becauſe the 

Grand Signior threaten'd Hungary, and 
he had occafion to lay up conſiderable 
— kis elefiionto the king» 
dom of Bohemia, which was executed 
ſoon after. The Spaniards were willing 
to ſupply him with means to continue 
the war; but Charles Emanuel, Duke of 
Savoy, with whom they were embroil'd 
at the ſame time, did not ſuffer them to 
divide their forces; and as that duke 

receiv d large ſuecours in money from 

22. — . 
DO * 
The council of Spain was 


mightily 
„— to find they had to do with the 


Venetians every where. The en” 


ee it ä 


Fed of the duke of — 
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of the iſſue of an enterpriſe, as ſoon as 
he knew the plan and the foundation of 

it. be found by che event that he had 
miſtaken, he traced back his error to its 
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the Republick of Venice. 13 
hardeſt to open; and there were all the - 
appearances of an entire freedom of 
mind, in the midſt ofthe moſt anxious 


| agitations. . 


The ambaſſadors of Spain at that 
time generally commanded the courts to. 
which they were ſent, and the marquis 
of Bedmar bad been choſen for Venice, 
in the year 1607, as for the molt difficult 
no aſſiſtance is to be had from women, 


fryars, or favourites. The council of 


Spain was ſo fatisfy'd with him, that 
whatever occaſion there was for him in 
other they could not reſolve e- 

fix years reſidence to recall him. 
This long continuance there gave him 
time to ſtudy the principles of that go. 


As he faw that the arch-duke would be 
oblig'd to make peace, which muſt needs 
be ſhamefulto Spain, becauſe the wrong 
lay:at'their door, he reſolv'd to under- 

take ſamething in order to prevent it. He 
confider'd that in the condition Venice 


14 Spaniſh Conſpiracy againf® \. 
was then in, it was not i ble to be- 
come maſter of it, by the help of the in- 
telligences he had there, ahd of the 
forces which he could procure. Their 


_ - troops had drain'd it of arms, and ſtill 


more of men capable of bearing them. 
As the fleet had never made fo fine an 
appearance, the ſenate never thought it- 
felf ſo formidable, nor was ever lefs ap- 
could not venture to quit 

Iſtria, which was the ſeat of the war; 
and the land- army was at as great 2 dif- 
tance, and there was nothing at Venice 
to oppoſe a deſcent from the Spaniſh 
fleet. | 


Torender this deſcent the more cer- 
tain, the marquis de Bedmar was for 
himſelf of the principal poſts, 

as the place of St. Mark, and the Arſe- 
nal: and becauſe it would be difficult to 
do this while the town was in a perfect 
tranquility, be thooght it proper 16 ſet 
fire at the ſame time to all thoſe places 
of the town, which would catch the 
quickeſt, and were of the greateſſ im- 
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the Republick of Venice.” 15 
mediately write into Spain about it, as 
knowing princes do not care to explain 
themſelves on affairs of ſuch a nature, 
till they are fo far advanced, that there 
is nothing wanting to put them in exe- 
__ IGG III. — 
in caſe they ſucceed. He only Ggnify'd 
to the duke of U ſecretary 
of ſtate, that ſeeing the ſhame the houſe 
of Auſtria receiv'd from the war in the 
Friouk by the infolent conduct of the 
Venetians, and that all the ways of ac- 
commodation which had been taken at 
Vienna and elſewhere were ignomini- 
ous; he look'd upon himſelf to be in 
that condition, in which nature and po- 
cer. licy oblige a faithful ſubject to have re- 
s for ¶ courſe to extraordinary means, to pre- 
Arſe. Wl infamy which is otherwiſe inevitable; 
ul to that this care belong d to him in parti- 
erfect ¶ cular, by reaſon of the employment he 
o ſet I fultain'd, in which having 

laces ¶ before his eyes the of the evil 
we which was to be redreſa d, no body 
| im- ¶ could judge better than himſelf, what re- 
. 
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would endeavour to acquit himſelf of 
that duty, in a manner as ſhould be wor- 
thy of the zeal he had for the grandeur 


quis, os droge 
was not ſurpriz'd at ſocool a reply, and 
thought now of nothing but to contrive 
his deſign, ſo as to be ſure of being a- 
vow'd. 

There never was a monarchy in the 
world ſo abſolute, as is the i 
with which the ſenate of Venice go- 
verns that Republick. They make” an 
infinite difference even in the minuteſt 

things between the nobles and thoſe 
who are not ſuch: in all the countrys 
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the Republick of Venice, 17 
which depend on the ſtate, the nobles a- 


ſome of the firſt poſts in its armies to 
ſtrangers, it is always on ſuch conditions 
as oblige them to follow the opinion of 
the Venetian generaliſſimo, and in rea- 
lity leave them only an executivepower. 
As there is not a more plauſible pretence 
to burden the people than that of war, 
that of the Uſcoques afforded a fine op- 
poxtunity to the nobles, who had the 
— — — 
It was exceſſively expenſive. Beſides 
the money which was ſent to Piedmont; 
there was a neceſſity at laſt to raiſe in a 
manner a third army in Lombardy” a- 
prinſ the governor —— 
to mike a diver- 
bon im favour; of the Arch-Dake. The 
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in their fortunes, as in their minds, who 
became very ſerviceable to the deſigns 
of the marquis de Bedmar, after be had 


ſince that affair had happen d, it was 
impoſſible to be a Venetian with a ſafe 
conſcienee. 

— the ſevere prohibi» 
tions which are made to the nobles to 
have no correſpondence with ſtrangers, 
be had found the means to eſtabliſh a 


— thoſe who receiv'd 


20 Spaniſh dn t 
them imagine they might draw more 
conſiderable ones from the marquis. In 
view of this they fully ſatiafy d his cu- 
riofity concerning all thoſe things he 
had a mind to be informed of by them, 


which were made themonly on their ac. 
count: but be it as it will, from that 
time, there was not ay deliberation in 
advertiſed of all the reſolutions which 
were taken there; and the generals of 
the Arch- Duke knew thoſe which relat- 
ed to the war, before the officers! obthe 
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the Republick of Venice. 21 
K had orders to execute them. 
With all this intelligence the ambaſſa- 
dor had occaſion fora conſiderable num- 
ber of military men to ſucceed in his en- 
terprize; but as the Spaniards had a 
powerful army in Lombardy, he was in 
no fear of this, provided he had a gover- 
nor of Milan capable of entering into 
his deſigns. The marquis of Inojoſa, 
who was then governor, was too cloſely 
united to the duke of Savoy to hearken - 
to them. He had lately fign'd the treaty 
of Aſt, of which France and the Vene- 
tians had been the mediators. The am- 
baſſador, who knew this negotiation 
would not be approy'd in Spain, writ 
thither to have him recall'd, and ſollici- 
ted D. Pedro de Toledo, marquis of 
Villa Franca, his intimate friend, to 
make intereſt for the government of Mi- 
lan. Don Pedro had orders to depart 
immediately, and ſucceed Inojoſa, about 
the latter end of the year 1615, and as 
ſoon as he arriv'd at Milan, gave ad- 
vice of it at Venice by the marquis de 
Lare. The ambaſſador communicated 


his project to this marquis after the 


manner he judg'd moſt proper to make 
it be accepted, and chiefly recommend- 
ed to him to know whether the new go- 
vernor could let him have fifteen hun- 
dred men of his beſt troops upon occa- 
fon. Don Pedro, charm'd wich the 
greatneſs of the undertaking, reſolv d 
to ſecond it as much as lay in his power, 
himſelf to certain ruin 


in cuſe it miſcarry'd. He diſpatch'd the 

is de Lare a ſecond time to Ve- 
nice; to aſſure the ambaſſador of it: but 
pray'd him at the ſame time to conſider 
it was impoſſible to ſend the body of 


give him as many 
would chuſe them ſo well, that he would 
anſwer for them as for himſelf. 
Nothing was of greater moment to 
the ambaſſador's purpoſe than to binder 
an accommodation of any kind. In 
this view be oblig'd the marquis de Lare 
to make very unreaſonable propoſals 
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intirely, chreaten d to declare it ſelf. 
At this time an end was put to the miſ- 
"which had been in the 
houſe of Auſtria, between the branch of 
Spain and that of Germany, fince the 
difference betwixt the ſon and the bro- 
ther of Charles the fifth about the ſuc- 
ceſſion of the empire; the intereſt the 
iards took in this war, was the ſirſt 
token of this reconciliation. Don Pedro 
caus'd colonel Gambalotta to advance 
der'd twenty four pieces of battery to 
be mounted at Pavia, which, as he gave 
out, were in a little time to accompany 
thoufand men command- 
Don Sancho de Luna. On the o- 
ther part, the Vice-Roy of Naples, who 
was cruiſing on the Mediterranean with 
the Spaniſh fleet, threaten'd to attack 
the Duke of Savoy at Villa Franca. He 
ſhut up the paſſage to all the ſuccour: 
which were coming byſea to the Repu- 
blick, and was every day preparing to 
————— "gh 
Venetian fleet in awe.  - - 

: The Venetian minfers having lou 
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oſe to de known for the or of this 


vg | 
vice, which was follow'd in the firſt heat 
of their reſentment, gave father Fun the = 
pleafure of publiſhing bis beloved bi- 
tory of. the council of Tren, which 
wonld net have been pobliſk'd while he 
b. d, had it not been. n 
oed 
Inche men time theeuapeignofthe 
year 1616 having paſa'd withan any 
canſiderable advantage os either fide, 
wha were unwilling - wo expdle the ho- 
” , 2 
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intereſt of religion which mov'd the 
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had to ſee two 

de Bedmar would have been embarraſs'd, 
if the Pope had oblig'd the Venetians 
to diſmiſs thoſe hereticks. For as ſol- 
diers have generally their own | 
alone in view, when they ſerve a foreign 
Prince, he hop'd to engage the leaders of 
thoſe mercenary troops in his project 
by means of money, and the expectation 
of the plunder of Venice. He caſt his 
eye, for the negotiation of this affair, 
on an old French gentleman, nam'd Ni- 
cholas Renault, a man of knowledge and 
good ſenſe, who had taken refuge at Ve- 
nice on ſome occaſion which was never 
diſcover'd. The marquis had ſeen him 
long ſince at the French ambaſſador's, 
where he liv'd. In ſome converſations 


which they bappen d to have together 
Renault found the marquis to'be a man 


Spaniards to ſpeak thus, as the grief they 
Republicks vnite 
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5 af private per- 
ſons diſpos'd the deſtiny of ſtates, and 
all whohad merit wanted not the means 
nor opportunities to make it appear. 
The marquis de Bedmar, who ſtudy'd 
him thro'ly, and who had occaſion for a 
man to whom he could intirely truſt the 
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was, did not make him decline the un- 
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the leſs he bad to riſque : he concluded 
be could not better employ the melan- 
choly years he had remaining, than in 
hazarding them to render bis name im- 
mortal, The marquis gave him the bills 
of exchange, and letters of credit, which 
were neceflary to enable him to treat 
with the Dutch commanders;and charg'd 
him not to unfold the deſign, but only 
— matters being ſo ex- 


aq rn ar — of 
that city, and deſir d for his own ſaſety 
to ſecure himſelf a confiderable number 
of faithful and reſolute friends. The 
pretence was frivolous, but the thinnelt 
vai} is of great moment ia affairs of this 
kind; it matters not much that it be 
known there is ſome myſtery at bottom, 
provided it be not unravel d. By this he 
bop'd to debauch the flower of the land- 
army of the Venctians; and that the reſt 
would be left ſo weak, that ĩt would be 


33 . 
dertaking, The leſs time he had to live, 


dy for Don Pedro to defeat them on 
the way, if they were ſent for to Venice 
to oppole the conſpirators. The ſex- 
ſorces were far more to be dreaded. 


—— himſelf oblig d to 
conſult him on the ſubject. This Vice- 
Roy, who was to be the 
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ind the duke rs even ſometimes ſub» 


ſupport them ſo much for the ſhare they 
ways near him a conſiderable number 
of peaple ready to attempt any thing, 
He was not contented to reccive them 
a Gag 


— 


heard of any one of uncommen merit 
among them, he aker him, and 
Sd him that be in- 


_ allibly/ made hich his own. He had ac- 


ted thus toward one who was known by 
the name of captain James Peter, a Nor- 
man by birth, and ſo excellent in his 
trade, that all the reſt glory'd to have 
hearn'd it from him. The mind of this 
man had nothing in it of, the bazbarity 
of that ſort of life; hat having got where- 
leave it off, tho' he was then in the flower 
of his age, and choſe the dominians of 
the Duke of Savoy for his retreat. This 
Prince, who was fond of all extraordi- 
value fo much the better, as nature had 
given him a liberal portion of them, 
knowing this pirate by reputation to be 
one of the braveſt men in the world, al- 
low'd him to fettle at Nice. All mari- 
time people who frequented that coaſt, 
foldiers, officers, or ſailors, duly made 
their court to the captain: his counſels 
were oracles to them: he was ſovercign 


arbitrator of theirdifferences; and they 
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"the Republick of Venice, 3s 
oa they could never 
admire a man who had quitzed a profeſ- 
which wes the hardeftofany to lay down, 
Of this number was one Vincent Robert 
of Marſeilles ; who having landed in Si- 
cily, while the Duke of Ofſuna was Vioe- 
Roy there, recoiv'd ſo good uſage, that 
he engag'd in his ſervice. The Duke 
underſtanding this Robert was a com- 


rade of the captain, complain d in a fa- 
miliar manner to him, of his friend's 


byſuch 

on ii ipart of the Vice-Roy, that the 
captain was forced to yield, and to go 
children. As be had not yet loſt light of 


36 — Galt 
we ſen;'he wey not quite eur'd ef the 

he had had for its Tue Vice 
y had lately built ſuch fine galeons, 
and ſome Turkiſh Caravans were on the 
road with fuch weak convoys, that the 
captain could not reſiſt this temptation; 
und he had no reaſon to repent it; for 

be gotan incredible and the Duke 
of Ofſins, who, from that moment, liv d 
with lim as with a brother, let him keep 
the greateſt part of it, on condition he 
ſhould follow him to Naples, of which 


he wasappointed governor bythe King; 
and that be ſhould make a voyage to 
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the Republick of Venice. 37 
that the Marquis de Bedmar communi- 
cated his deſign to the Duke of Oſſuna, 
being aſſur d he ſhould not have much 
difficulty to engage him in it. 
- The Duke, who coveted the ſove- 
reignty of thoſe ſeas, wiſh'd for nothing 
more ardently than to ruin the Veneti- 
ans, who alone could diſpute it with him, 
and who were not ſo eaſy to be beaten 
as the Turks. He open'd his mind to 
the captain, and propos'd to him the 
difficulties which occurr'd; the captain 
did not think them inſurmountable ; and 
after ſeveral days of private conference, 
be left Naples on the ſudden, and in an 
attire which denoted the utmoſt pre- 
cipitation and fright. The Vice-Roy 
ſent people after him, every way but 
that which he had taken, with orders to 
ſeize him dead or ali.e: his wife and 
hat day in a condition in appearance 
ry miſerable; all bis goods were con- 
cated, and the Duke's anger broke 
put with ſo much fury, that all 

furpriz'd at it, tho” his paſſionate 
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38 Spaniſh Conſpiracy againſt 

As the captain did not ſeem leſs active 
than the Vice-Roy, their miſunderſtand- 
ing was cafily credited; and it was be- 
liev'd he had been forming ſomething a- 
gainſt Spain, or againſt the Duke's inte- 
reſt, and his particular deſigns. In the 
mean time he had recourſe to his firſt 
Afylum. The Duke of Savoy was at 
open war with the Spaniards, and was 
known to be the moſt generous Prince 
in the world. Tho' he had expreſs'd 
ſome diſguſt when the captain had left 
his territories to remove to Sicily, yet 


the impoſtor did not boggle to go and 
fling himſelf at his feet; he told him of 
ſeveral ſham deſigns of the Vice-Roy a- 
gainſt the Republick of Venice, which 
were horrible even to think of, but had 
nothing in common with the true one; 


the Vice-Roy had diſcover'd his reſolu 
tion, be had deen oblig'd to fy in t 

wretched habit, to ſave himſelf from hi 
rage, and to abandon all he had me 


the Republick of Venice. 39 
dear in the world, to the diſcretion of 
the moſt cruel of men 

The Duke of Savoy was touch'd with 
pity at this fad relation, and receiv'd 
rate that his intereſts being i 
link's to thoſe of the Republick, he 
took upon himſelf to reward him for 
the ſervice be ſhould do to the common 
cauſe, in caſe the Venetians did not re- | 
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ich be had drawn into the ſervice of 


the Duke of Oſſuna; but above all the 
report he made of the Duke's deſigns, 
which he had contriv'd to render aspro- 
bable as was neceſſary; all theſe things 
ſpoke fo powerfully in his favour, that 
they immediately gave him the command 
of a ſhip. This did not hinder Contari- 
ni, the Republick's ambaſſador at Rome, 
from remonſtrating by letters, that this 
n 
always to be diſtruſted: but fear, which 


had produced in the minds of the Vene- 


tians that credulity, which always at- 
r 
advice. 

Not long aſter, the ficet-putting to 
ſea, the captain, who knew of what con- 
ſequence it was, that he ſhould fignalize 
himſelf; made ſuch confiderable prizes 


on the Uſcoques, in ſome commiſhons 


— — a 


his ſucceſſes to the Duke of Oſſuna, and 
concluded his letter with theſe words: 
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© eaſy of belief as they have been hither- 
© to, I dare aſſure your Excellency, I 
* ſhall not loſe my time in this country.” 
He wrote at the fame time to all his 
comrades whom he had left SS 
to invite them into the ſervice of 
Republick. It was no difficult matter 
— thee: for upon, bis &= 
ſcape, the Vice-Roy pretending to ſuſ- 
pet them, treated them as ill, as he 
had us d them well before : he complain'd 
violently of the protection the Republick 
had granted to the captain; and to re- 
venge himſelf, ſupported the Uſcoques, 
whom the Venetian arms had driven 
from their Aſylum : under his protection 
they began to repeat their depredations: 
they took a large veſſel which was com- 
ing from Corſou to Venice, and ſold the 
booty of it publickly 
he violated the freedom of the portsz 
made. conſiderable repriſals, for light 
grievances; remain'd obſtinate again(t 
the orders he receiv d from Spain, to re- 
publiſſi d 
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ſo inſolent a joy at it, that the ambaſſa 
dor and all bis family wou'd have been 
infallibly maſſacred, if guards had not 
been ſent thither. The fame day he 
had news from the camp before Gradiſ- 
ca, which comforted him for this acci- 
dent : for Renault ſent him word, that 
be bad found the of the troops 


tempers 
| Þ happily cſpon'd, that be had Giſh 
his negotiation without loſs of time. 


for their ſervice. They agreed, that it 
was requilage to ſeize on ſome town, be- 
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longing to the Venetians, on the Terra 
firma, at the ſame time with Venice. 
That this town wou d bridle the reſt, 
and ſerve as = place of arms to the 
Spaniſh army,which ſhou'd attack them, | 
and as a barrier to Venice, if it made p 
any motion to ſuccour them, Renault | 
paſa d thro” the moſt conſiderable towns, - 
and made ſome ſtay at Crema, to forma . 
faction there by the intereſt of a French 
Lieutenant nam'd John Berard, and of 

an Italian captain,and one Alfier of Pro- 

gag d. Theſe three perſons. offer'd ta 
conceal five hundred i in tie 
to the Venetian commander, and to get 
poſſeſſion of it within eight days after. 
By the examination which Renault made 
of the thing, upon the ſpot, he judg d it 
to be almoſt infallible with that number 
of men. They needed only to cut the 
throats of a ſorry garriſon, which had 
been drawn out of the Militia of the 
country; all the regular troops of the 
r 
12 
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vn neceſſary to have ſome place be- 
lng t the Venetians in the Gulph, 
wich might lend a helping hand to the 
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Abe Duke of Offuna had ado per 
ſanded the Marquis of Bedmar, that it 


Uſcoques and the Arch-Duke, and be: 
retreat to the Spaniſh fleet, if by any ac- 
cident it was oblig'd to ſeek for a refuge 
in that ſea, when it ſhould be engag'd 
there. They made choice for this pur 
poſe of Maran, a ſtrong place in an 
rand bordering upon Iſtria, and which 
had a harbour capable of receiving 1 
Arge fleet. An Italian named Mazza, 
of it during 
forty years, had almoſt as much aotho- 
rity there as the For a round 
ſexs of money, and an afluracce of the 
d one of the 


place, and bold it in the name f the 


Spaniards. It was almoſt as eafyto<x- 
ecute this promiſe, as Fer 
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ee of Venice... a7 
; and becauſe the 


the bigheſt familiarity 
office of proveditor call d him frequently 
to the frontiers in time of war, he truſ- 


ted the care of the town entirely to the 
ſerjeant-major, as being the oldeſt and 
molt capable officer of the garriſon. Af 
fairs being in this condition, the ambaſ- 
ſador thought he muſt now put the laſt 
hand to his work. Not but that by wait- 

ing longer, be might have added to the 
— — 
lays he knew are pernicious to defigns 
of this nature. It is impoſſible that all 
the different means which 
tribute to the good ſucgels-ſhou'd be 
ripe at the ſame time. The firſt change 
their face, while the others are prepar- 
ing; and when a man is once happy 
enough to be able to join a ſafficient 
number of them together, it is a capital 
fault to let flip the fatal moment of ſo 
precious a con juncture. 8 

ſe was of the laſt importance to the 
honour of the crown of Spain, that it 
ond not be poſſible to convict its am- 
lefador of having had a hand in the 
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this view, be reſolv d not to open him- ll © 
| ſelf to any of the conſpirators beſide Re. WM 7 
| [ nault and the captain; amd even theſe n 
| two did not know one another: they il 
| a 
\ | w 
| an 
. of 
| yi 


Fr =3 


the Republick of Venice. 


49 


capable of an extraordinary reſolution. 
The marquis inform'd him of the ſeveral 
his admirable knowledge, which was 
able to find expedients for all emergen- 
cies, of his eloquence and addreſs:o gain 
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of the condition of the fleets, the pro- 
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derful help to him. That he was an old 
man of great experience, who wanted 
neither heart nor ſteadineſs, but that 
bis age and his genius, which was ra- 
ther for the cabinet, than for ai x 
render'd him incapable of fharing with 
the 


pin the glory of the execution, 
4s for Renault, be only told bim, that 
the captain ——— 
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vinces, and the armies; and therefore he 
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for their purpoſe, and to ſhew- 
him all the deference which was need- 
ful to conciliate the affection of a man 
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and clear, but it is apt at firſt to make 
an  vareaſonable judgment of things 
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themthe more to be admit d, becauſe ſhe 
was not ignorant that they had con- 
I WH ceiv'd a great eſteem for each other. 
it The ambaſſador being fully recover d 
from his ſurprize, was extremely pleas d 
to find the union he ſo much deſir d 
ready made to his hand. They own'd 
in the ſequel of the converſation 
they had each of them a private deſign 
to engage the other in the 
As they were brim-full of their project 
in the converſations they had had to- 
gether at that woman's houſe, they had 
fall'n ſometimes on matters of this na- 
ture,in talking of the affairs of the times, 
of the- ſtate, and of the war. This was 
done withopt diſcovering themſelves, 
and ſtill more without any deſign of do- 
ing in; however they freely acknow- 
lag d before the-ambaſſador that the 
heat of argu had ſometimes carry'd 
them a lietle too far, and that they had 
cupreſ d their ſentiments too openly. 
The ambaſſador exhorted them to make 
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. Republick of Venter. 33 
into different places of Lombardy, til! 
they could be paid off, and the execution 
of the treaties permitted the Republick 
to diſmiſs them. Renault added that the 
count of Naſſau's Lieutenant, who was 
one of the principal perſons with whom 
he had negotiated, was baniſh'd to Breſ- 
cia, and had contriv'd à plot there, by 
that rown into the hands of Don Pedro ; 
and that it was neceſſary, in the firſt 
place, to come to a reſolution in refe- 
rence to that particular deſign, becauſe 
the lievtenant preſs d in his letters to 
have a decifive anſwer. 
The ambaſſador told them, no moti- 
on muſt be made on that fide, till they 
were maſters of Venice; and even then 
there would be oceaſion but for a ſingle 
place in Lombardy; that they were aſ- 
ſur d of Crema, and that this new en- 
terprize wou'd only divide their forces; 
they had gain'd in their good difpoſiti- 
on; but the execution ſhou'd be put off 
ſrom ume to time under different pre- 
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54 Spaniſh Conſpiracy againſt 
themſelves to make the leaſt declaration, 
that thought mult be laid aſide entirely. 
Renault reply d, that beſides the Beute 
nant, he had treated with three French 
gentlemen, whoſe names were Durand, 
| ferjeant-major of the regiment of Lie- 
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fidelity with bis bead; that dyring his 
ſtay in the camp they had already-made” 
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36 Spaniſh Conſpiracy againſt 
1 were” nd other reaſon, he von d anſwer 
of doing to be reyeng'd. That however 
for the greater ſafety, the ſceret need not 
be reveal d to them, unleſs it ſhon'd be 
proper, till things were ſo well 
and ſo forward, that they cou d 
hardly doubt of the ſuccefs.: and that as 
it was reſoly'd to give them Venice to 
, there was not one who wou'd 

e to enrich himſelf by fo fore and 
ready a way, that he might paſs the re- 

From the firſt projecting this deſign, 
the de Bedmar had determin'd 
not to engage in it till he was furniſh'd 
with many more means than were neceſ- 
fary to effect it; and that theſe means 
ſhou'd be ſo independent one of another, 
that even if ſome of them ſhou'd happen 
— che others —— — 
lefs capable to proceed. In view, 
he had not omitted to fix meaſures with 
the Duke of Offana for a body of tops, 
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the Republick of N 47 | 
each of theſe three ways he had ſecur 1 
neſs as if he had had no aſſurance of the 
other two, and as if he had three diffe- 
rent undertakings in hand. It was now 
time to know preciſely when the Duke 
of Oſſuna cou'd ſend to Venice the men 
which were deſu d of him. But becauſe 
he was too uncertain in his opinion, to 
be blindly rely'd on in fo i 
difficult a matter, ſome perſon muſt be 
ſent to him who cou'd judge upon the 
ſpot, whether he was in a condition to 
perform what he promis d. The captain 
cou'd not be abſent from Venice, with- 
out obſervation; and Renault was in- 
diſpenſibly neceffary there: they caſt 
their eyes therefore on de Bribe, one of 
the French gentlemen whom Renault 
had ingag'd in Friouli : but this cavalier 
having receiv'd a commiſſion from the 
Republick to raiſe ſoldiers, while he was 
preparing to fet out; it was thoaght 
more adviſeable that he ſhou'd go on 
with his levies, and one Laurence Nolot 
of Franc county, and a comrade of the 
2; a 
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55 | Sn Cora xi 
the firſt day of the year 1618. The 
Marquis thought it was likewiſe time to 
open himſelf to the council of Spain. 
To 5 illuſtrations which 

requir d from bim, be ſent 

ther his project, as 2 at large, 

aA” Wy hoy was able: 
becauſe he 2 2 
court —— 
Duke of Lerma flatly in a private letter, 
that he muſt have a ſpeedy and deciſive 
anſwer; that the danger he was in gave 
him a right to expreſs himſelf in that 
abſolute nanner; and that if they de- 
tain'd his expreſs above eight days, he 
wou'd interpret that delay as an order 
to abandon the whole deſign. He re- 
cciv'd an anſwer within the time he re- 
quir'd, but it was not altogether fo de- 


his 


thi- 
and 
and 
that 
the 


"ly def Ito heve fit « fell ned Ge 
_ deſcriptionof the ſtate of the 
I The ambaſſador who was prepar'd on 


that head was not long in drawing vp 4 
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the Rh of Venice. xg 
relation ſo juſt and artfol, that the Spa- 
niards have call'd it *the 

of their- politicks.” It does not appear 
by it for what deſign it was calculated, 
and yet they who underſtand it find not 
one word there which does not relate to 
the ſcheme in. view. It begins with an 
eloquent complaint of the difficulty of 
the work, by reaſon of the impenetrable 
ſecrecy of the government he is to- de- 
ſcribe. Then iſes the government, 
age of that Republick, than its preſent . 
condition: after this, he falls into a 
equally ſad andeloquent, 
of the deplorable condition of humane 
are, are the more ſubject to corruption: 
that therefore the wiſeſt laws of that 
ſtate, by the abuſe which has been made 
of them, have been the principal cauſe 
of its preſent diſorder; that the law 
which wholly excludes the 
the knowledge of affairs, has been the 
occafion of the tyranny of the nobles : 
and that which ſubjects the eccleſiaſtical 


power to the cenſure of the ſoveraign 


people from 
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name was Renaud de Brederode, in the 


66 Spaniſh Conſpiracy againſt 
magiſtrate has encourag'd the licentiouſ. 
neſs of the people of Venice againſt the 
court. of Rome, fince the late quarrel 
with that court: he exaggerates this li. 
centiouſneſs with the impieties which 
the Hollanders were ſaid to have com- 
mitted in Friouli with impunity; be ex- 


of a nobleman of their country, whoſe 


church of the Serviterat Venice, not- 
be wasa Calviniſt; and ſe- 
verely taxes father Paul in that article 


_ without naming him, becauſe it was he 


who had infpir'd that boldneſs into the 
being no longer reſtrain'd in their civil 
obedience by religion which is violated 
ſo many ways before their eyes, can 
bear the horrible oppreſſiona with which 
they are loaded: he inſtances in theſe 
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them; he aſſimma there are 
— 
auſe- nobody undertakes (0 uſurp it 
hem. As 0/the armies, he gives 
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—— a 
inis nature to the humour 
of the Duke of Oſſuna, whom he ought 
to have known long ago. A delay was 
mortal in this con juncture of things. 
after the had taken Vereelli; 
Gradiſca was extremely preſ#'d by the 
Venetians, and the council of Spain had 


of Oſſana oblig'd the Venctians to re · 
call the powers of their ambaſſador, in 
order to tranſplant the negotiition into 
France, where the death of the marſhal 
@ Ancre gave them hopes of more fa- 
wur. © The peace was concluded at Pu- 
ris, September 6th, and the governor of 
vith the Count de Bethune, to regulate. 
the execution of it in reference-to the 


——— 
74 . 


Marquis de Bedmar made his compli- 
ments on the peace in a fall ſenate, and 
promis & the execution of the article 
agreed. He did this not ſo much by any 
onder he had recciv'd from Spain, as be- 
cauſe he had a mind to wipe ont the il! 

the ſenate had entertain d 
of him, from things which were paſt. 
In this view he acquitted himſelf en this 


. cccafion with all the zeal, and all the 


demonſtrations of joy and friendfhiy 
imaginable; and the Venetians, who 
too much der d what be promis d them, 
 fuffer'd themſelves to be dazzled by his 


ſuch a degree that it could not bold out 
fifteen days longer: and yet hoftilitie: 
were not os conſe — of 


for the execntion of the a 6 wa 
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n it; that ever fo little knowledge of the 
Duke of Oſſuna wou'd convince any one 
that he had no other guide than his own 


66 FSpaniſh Conſpiracy qa 
good treatment he had receiv'd at Ve- 
nice, during the whole time of his um- 
daſſy, the only diſpleaſure he had had, 
was to be inform'd that the conduct of 
that Vice-Roy was imputedto his coun- 
fels : that he had never been concern d 


which be glory d to be the author. That 
tis true, obſerv d the ſuſpen- 
ſtill continu'd arm d; 
and that it might not ſeem ſtrange, be 


the Count de Bethune to diſarm, as he 
had before promis'd at Pavia, and pre- 
vail'd with the Duke of Mantua to refuſe 
lkewiſe what depended on him. The 
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" the Republick of Venice. 67 
writing at his withdrawing 
on their refuſal, and an anſwer was 
made to this m the moſt 
manner the Marquis de Bedmar 

cou'd invent. It is plain from hence, 
that it was of great importance to haſten 
the execution of his project, ſince it was 
—— — — 
which was to make it ſacceed. 

þ All this while the Duke of Offuna did 
not diſpatch Nolot; and the ambaſſ- 
dor, who was in the utmoſt perplexity, 
having engag'd Nolot to diſcover the 
reaſon of it at any rate, he was inform'd 
at laſt what it was. Some time after the 
captain had been receiv'd into the ſer- 
vice of the Republick, the Duke who had 
a mind to learn by different ways the 
ſtate of Venice, ſent after him an Italian 
nam'd Alexander Spinoſa, to pry there 
not known, ſoon got — — 


oa 


there, as 434 — fortune 
who offer'd to ſerve. He eaſily judg'd 
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tiroy'd Spinoſa. He was = man that 
bos d be made to aſafinate- him; bis 
r bis guard, andthe captain. was 
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accuſer, and he was not able wo prove 


deen inform'd of the death 


„ Hani Thy teh 
forced Int to accuſe him 'before the 
couneit of Ten, as a ſpy from the Duke 
of Oſſuna, after he had in ain try 'd all 


> judges, becanſe was againſt his 


any thiog he had advanced. | 5220 
This affair very inueh increas'd the 
confidence —— 


————— of the Re- 
publick. The Duke of Offaca had jul 


when Nolot arriv'd at Naples; he did 
not heſitate in gueſſing at the author; 
the mortification it gave him made bim 
had ſent him no advice of it; and the 


—_—— TE TTTTTIE SSIS 


. the Tau if * 
aer ſulpicions, which thi 
fis d i in s mind, left! — Joſs 


oblig'd to depett, contriv'd by the mexns 
of their chief officers, that they were not 
atisfy'd with the ſum which was imme- 
dately. affer'd them... Fo make an ad- 

of dof theſe 
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the Republick of Venice. 73 
to him, to cauſe all the dimenkons there- 
of to-be taken wich .cxadineſs. There 
was nothing now remaining but to hin- 
of the troops of Lieve- 
ſein: no money was ſpar d for 
pole, and the rigour of the ſeaſon ſerv d 
for a pretence for their delay: the great- 
oft part of them continu'd till at the 
Lazaretto; and thoſe who were embark'd 
when Nolot arriv'd, ſtop'd in places 
which were not mach more remote. 
To relieve Renault and the 
—— — + wee ar 
they thought they wanted eighteen men 
x leaſt, who ſhould be men of ſenſe and 
courage, and in whom they coatd fully 
confide. They had made up this aum- 
ber, of the nine with whom Rrnauk had 
zgotiated in Frivali, and of the chicfof 
thole whom the pyrate had caus'd to 
re capmins of ſhips hie hunſelf, Vin- 
n Robert of Marſcits, Laurence No- 
vere natives of Franc coenty, as 
| G 
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promiſe. | 
iſſue anſwer d the judgment he had made | 
of them: he ſeaſon d the praiſes he gave 
them upon all occaſions, with ſo con- | 
iderable a number of Spaniſh piſtoles | 
28 d to do blindly whatever he ſhould 
command them. L'Anglade and they 
lodg'd in the arſenal; Renault had taken 
vith bim to the French ambaſſador's 
three of his friends, Bribe, Brainville, 
ind Lourence Bruked; ; the three petar- 
deers remaining at the de Bed- 
mar's, who furniſh'd them with the pow- 
&r, the other materials, and the inſtru- ; 
ments neceſſary to work at their trade, | 
but without having any communication 
vith them; they had already made more 
petards and fireworks than were neceſ- 
fary, and the ambaſſador's palace was ſo 
full, that it was impoſſible to lodge there 
any . athers beſides themſelves. The 
captain liv'd at his uſual place of abode, 
” far — — le, 
ion in caſe he was obſery'd; and ſor 
G 2 
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76 Spaniſh Conſpiracy againff 
the others, be had lodg'd chem at the 
courtefan's where be and Nenault fir 
which had ſuceeeded the love they had 
had for this woman, but much more the 
knowledge they bad of her fidelity, per- 
ſuaded them they could not make a bet- 
ter choice. She was of a Greek iſland in 
the Archipelago, and of a quality u 
noble as it is poſſible to be in a country 
—_ — — — 
without being = Venetian. He who 
commanded there for the Republick, ha- 
ving debauch'd ber by mighty promiſes, 
had ſince caus'd her father to be aſſaſſ - 
nated, becauſe he would have oblig'd 
— — — 
was come to Venice to de- 
| mane jet forthe mide dnt im als 
and this having conſum d 
- the ſmall — — 
pair d her miſery, as it had cant d it. 
There is no reſentment ſo violent as 
that of a woman well-born, who is re- 
_ duced to take up a profeſſion unworthy 
of her, She heard with rapture the pro- 
je of her two friends, and without dif 
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the Republick of Venice. 7 
fculty riſqu d every thing in order to fa - 
your it. | She bir d one of the large ſt 
houſes in Venice, and under colour of 
ſame conveniencies ſhe was cauſing to 
be made in it, ſhe brought thither but 
part of her furniture, that ſhe might have 
a pretence to keep the houſe they had 
before, which was not far off; in theſe 
two houſes eleven of the principal con- 
d near ſix months. 
As ſhe was viſited by all the perſons 


————————— 


— d to get rid 
who know with what 

— — of this profeſſion are 

treated in Italy, will have no 

to comprehend, that her houſe became 

hereby inacceſſible to all thoſe who had 

no buſineſs there. The 

vent out only by night, and their meet- 

ings were held in the day-time. In theſe 
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_ the Republick of Venice. 79 
ties of ſtate were to meet Him at adiſtance 
cap; twelve of the principal ſenators 
were to follow them almoſt as far, as am- 
baſſadors of the Republick, each of theſe 
angle in a brigantine arm'd and adorn'd 

„and with a ſplendid re- 
tinve; the ſenate it ſelf in a body was to 
receive him a good way out at fea on 
into the city with all this folemnity. As 
it rarely happens that they who are crea- 
ted Doges are out of Venice, this pomp. 
drew thither an infinite number of cu- 


rious people. The Marquis de Bedmar, 


who foreſaw it, as ſoon as he was aſſur d 
of the election of Priuli, diſpateh d No- 
lot a ſecond time to Naples, with orders 
to ſee the brigantines of the Duke of 

Oſſuna ſet out with the utmoſt _ 
To remove all grounds of delay; the 
eaptaĩn was enjoin'd to ſend tothe Duke 
us cet a plan as was poſſible of the ex- 
ecution, and eſpecially to give him an 
account” of what had paſa d at Venice 
alarg'd upon this precaution; be was 
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for ſecuring the mind of the Vice-Roy 
by all manner of means, and to ſhew 
him, that it was not believ'd there wa 
any reaſon to complain of him, be con- 
cluded his letter with theſe words. 1 


dated April the 7th, the day en which 
Nolot ſet out. In the mean time Re- 
navlt brought to Venice all the officers 
of the troops which had been : 
to acquaint themſelves with the town, 
and obſerve the poſts, that they might 
not wander, nor be at a loſs on the 
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the Repablick- of Venice. 81 
night of the execution. Before they 
came, they choſe a thouſand men out of 
all the Dutch troaps, who were to hald 
themſelves ready to march at the fGrſt 
orders; and that their abſence might be 
leſs remarkable, they drew an equal 
number aut of all the places belonging 


wo the ſtate on Terra- irma, in which 


there were any diſpers d. To receive 
theſe men, each of the officers hir d as 
many lodgings as he conld without gi- 
ving a ſuſpicion; they tokd the landlords 
that they were for firangers who came 
to ſee the feſtival ; and as far the officers 


repair to the place 
of St. Mark with the captain, the beſt 


— 


82 — 
* part of the other five hundred ſhall go 
© and join Renault, in the 
© hood of the arſenal, and the reſt ſhall 
_ © ſeize all the barks, Gondola's and o- 
ther the like carriages which ſhall be 
ndnd bridge Riako, with which 
_ © they ſhall fetch with all haſte about a 
© thonſand ſoldiers more of the troops 
* of Lieveſtein, which are (ll at the 


© can, that they may not be oblig'd to 
© declare themſelves, till theſe troops 
© ſhallbearriv'd. However if they ſhould 
© be oblig d to it, and any thing ſhould 
© be diſcover'd, the captain ſhall intrench 
© himſelf within the place of Saint Mark, 
© and Renault ſhall ſeize the arſenal, in 
© the manner which ſhall be repreſented; 
then two great guns ſhall be fir d to 
© ſerve as a ſignal to the brigantines of 
© the Duke of Offuna, whictr” ſhall be 
© ready to enter Venice; and the Spa- 
— they ſhall bring, fhall 

* fupply the want of the Walloons who 
© ſhall be ſent for. If there be no nece(- 


* fity to declare during this, when the 
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tle Republick of Venice. 83 
„Walloons ſhall be landed at the place 
* five hundred of them, with the other 
© five hundred men be ſhall have already, 
and the ſerjeant-major Duran to com- 
ing up theſe thouſand men in order of 
* battel in che place; then the captain; 
* with two hundred whom he ſhall take; 
* ſhall make himſelf maſter of the ducal 


Secque, and one hundred more under 
* Brainwalle of the by the 
© help of ſome men who ſhall be 


24 
og nes — 5 to 
* the. and till forme can be had 
from ide arſenal, ſome of choſe ſhall be 
< taken which are ready mounted before 
te bouſe of the council of Ten which 


< js hard by, and which it wilt be no dif. 
* Goealt matter to ſeize. In all thoſe pla- 


* ces which ſhall be tas ſecured, and in 
© which a Corps de Guard hail be kept, 
| 2 and 
theſe different executiouzround 
— mw pe 
© main (till in order of batiel in the mid- 
* Ale, with the reſt of the rroops. All 
„ this ſhall be done with the leaſt noiſ 
* her nmay — — 
gin to declare peturding 
© the gate of the arſenal. —— 
A which the eight 
—— 


© t will be e for thaw ww dv it ia the 
22 
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86 Spaniſh Conſpiracy againſt 
at the place of St. Mark, and immedi- 
© ately diſperſe themſelves in the princi- 
2 
George, that of the Jews and others, 
© under the conduct of the other nine 
_ © chief conſpirators. The cry ſhall be 
© nothing but LI EA 1, and after all 
© theſe things are executed, leans ſhall 
© be given to plunder, but not the ſtran- 


3 it to take any 
© thing fr 


prabibited 
— of drank, 
and no further ſlaughter ſhall be made 
© but of thoſe who ſhall reſiſt. | 
olot found things in ſo good a poſ- 
ture at his arrival at Naples, that the fix 
thouſand men were put to ſea the next 
day under the command of an Engliſh- 
man named Elliot. In order to give the 
leſs ſuſpicion, the Duke of Oſſuna caus'd 
his large ſhips to take a great compaſi 
to repair to their poſts; but he ſent El 
kot and the brigantines by the ſhorteſt 
way. The ſecond day of their ſteering, 
this little fleet met ſome pirates of Bar- 
bary who attack'd it. As it was only 
prepar'd to tranſport the men it had on 
66 
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he had lately demonſtrated in Friouk, 
for ofthe peace. At 
bis return from this audience, he ſent for 
Renavhk and the captain; at firſt he ask d 


texprives; that they are the only teſt of 
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delay of the troops of Lieveſtein, and 
not to diſmiſs thoſe of Naſſau, the go- 
vernor of Milan ſhould not execute the 
treaties, 

- Allthe pretences that buman wit can 
invent to defend itſelf againſt reaſon, 
were invented by the Marquis de Bed- 

mar, and put in practiſe by Don Pedro, 
| and the Duke of Oſſuna. Yet they were 
{ *' forc'd to make every day ſome ſteps 
towards a peace, as averſe to it as they 
were; the council of Spain did not dare 
to hazard any thing, on the hopes of ſo 
doubtſul a ſucceſs, as was that of the 
conſpiracy; and France, which was for 
maintaining the treaty of Paris, oblig'd 
the Venetians to conſent to the Duke 
of Savoy's disbanding the troops which 
hauked in the country of Vaux, and 
ſerv'd for a handle to the delays of Don 
Pedro. This difficulty being remov's, 
the Marquis de Bedmar, in order to pre- 
ven t that Prince from the 


places he had taken in the Montferras, 
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© the Ripublich of Fenter.” vn 
caus'd a rumour to be ſpread, that as 
foon 2s the Duke of Mantua ſhould be 
re-eſtabliſh'd, he would make an agree- 
—— thr wg 
at the ſame time Don Pedro 
groundleſs quarrel with a miniſter of 
Savoy, Who was come to Milan with 
the ambaſſadors of France, and ſent him 
an order to depart ; the Duke, provok'd 
at this affront, recall'd him, and left of 
vacating the places he had taken; but 
the ambaſſadors having repreſented to 
bim that he was falling into the Taare 
which Don Pedro had laid for him, he 
reſtor d them all at once. Don Pedro 
was ſo aſtoniſh'd at this news, that he 
could not forbear ſhewing it 

in his diſcourſe; he was thereby forced 
to reſtore the priſoners, and the ſmaller 


kim" before the foal time. At firſt be 
faid, it would be ignominious to him to 
dors of Prance were at Milan, us it were 
to-compel him to it by their preſence; 


- 
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of the King his maſter. — 
de apprehended, by the care | 
the ambaſſador had taken to detain the 
Dutch troops, of whem the Duke of 


Oſſuna complain'd, how inrag'd he was, 


when he was inform d of the Duke's an- 


mon, 
of the Duke of Oſſuna, made the Vene · 


—— hd» pancry nod thi 


_ confeſs'd all to the Venetian comman- 


- 04 * y * X . | 
—— miniſters ſo 
backward to execute it; that if they fa- 


tisfy d the Vice-Roy on his complaint, 


he would imagine he gave the law to 
Venice, and' that inſtead of diſmiſſing 
the Hollanders, they ought to retain the 
troops of Lieveſtein, who were to de- 
part the firſt opportunity, till the treaties 
were perfectly executed; The joy which 
this reſolutian gave the Marquis de Bed- 
mar, was interrupted by a diſcovery of 


the plot at Crema; L'Alfier the Proven- 
cal and the Italian wn — 


ſeduc'd there, quarrell'd at play, and 
fought; the captain | 
ded, and to diſcharge his conſcience, 


—— 
| taken, and thePhench lieutenant, who 


© » = » EEE SS SER BEERSASLDPE PS 


the Repablich of sl, dg. 
| qt <-> <p=em ener wagging 


up having | 
for his own profit ſuppreſs'd ſome vails 
which belong'd to a Valet de Chambre 
of the Proveditore, and a penſioner of 
the ick, the fellows were exaſpe- 
rated at the loſs, and took the oppor- 
tunity of his abſence, to go into his 
houſe, where they broke open his cheſts, 
and carry d off his money, and his pa- 
pers, among which were found letters 
which made mention of his deſign ; as 
he knew only the man came to him from 
the Duke of Oſſuna, who had negotiated 
vith him, he could accuſe no body but 
the Duke; but he took a nobler reſolu- 
— ets "> wa 


2 bis death, than 
himſelf without any 
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— 
thereby much certain than it 
acer due hidden cauſe of the i 
/ ag thele two plors had miſcarry'd, 
they imagin's they were eatring into « 


there is as Venice one of the moſt cele- 
- brated fairs in the world. The great re- 
© fort of traders did nor render the town 


UNIT rr 


a poſture to execute all theſe things 
forthwith; but to wait however for a 
freſh order before they began. The day 
was fix'd on the Sunday of the aſcenſion, 
Which was the firſt day of the fair. The 
Duke of Oſſuna had caus d his little fleet 
to be ſo well cenvoy'd- this-trme, that it 
arriv'd without amy accident within fix 
miles of Venice. It was. divided into 

two parts, which ſail d at ſome diſtance 
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from one another, to be the leſs obſerw d. 


ing word was ſent to Elliot, to ſet out 
from. his poſt the next day, at the hour 
proper to arrive within fight of Venice 
in the duał of the evening, and to ſet 
the ſtandard of St. Marc; to 
himſelf of ſome ſmall iſlands, by which 
he was to paſs, which were able to make 

no defence, and from whence he might 
— 
that then he ſhould preſent himſelf bold- 
ly before the two caſtles of Lido and 
Malamoco, becauſe it was known there 
was no garriſon in them, and that he 
might between them without any 
obſtacle ; that he ſhou'd advance within 
cannon ſhot of Venice, and give notice 
when he ſhou'd be arriv'd there; and 
by the return of the boat which ſhou'd 
bring that advice, the captain wou'd ſend 
ſeamen to pilot him, leſt h+ ſhould be 
ſtranded on the ſhoals, with which the 


waters that r full, 
2 


Err 


or ſhou d ſplit againſt the rocks, which 
render the entrance of the ports imprac- 
ticable to thoſe who are not us'd t 
them. | 

As the following day was to be em- 
ploy'd in diſpoſing all things for the ex- 
ecution of the night, Renault and the 
captain thought it proper to hold a con- 
fulation for the laſt time, the day be- 
. fore, with their companions; and the 
captain left to Renault the care of repre- 
ſenting to them the ſtate of things, and 
of giving them the neceſſary informati- 
ana. Whatever they d do, they 
could not all meet till near night. There 
were the three French men who lodg'd 
wich Renault, the lieutenant of the 
Count de Naſſan, the three petardiers, 
FAnglade, the two officers of the arſe- 
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ſelves op at the Grecian woman's with 
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Renaule and the captain, in the moſt 
private part of the houſe, after the uſual 
precautions on theſe occaſions, Renault 
made a ſpeech. He began with a ſimple 
and large narration of the con- 


& 7 & 


Republick and of their own; of the diſ- 
polition of the town, and of the fleet ; 
of the preparations of Don Pedro, and 
of the Duke of Oſſuna; of the arms, and 
other warlike proviſions which were at 
the houſe of the ambaſſador of Spain; 
of the intelligence he had in the ſenate, 
and among the nobles: in a word, of 
of whatever it was two know. 
Having gain'd the approbation of his 
anditors by the recital of theſe things, 
the truth of which they knew as well as 
himſelf, and which were almoſt all of 
them the effects of their care as well as 
of hiss - 
< Theſe, my compeaions, continu'® | 
* he, are the means appointed, to con- 
| tut you to the glory you are ſeeking, 
© and each of you can judge, whether 
© they ave not ſofficient, and ſure; we 
: 13 
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dition of affairs; of the forces of the _ 


at - 4 


_ z02 Spaniſh Conſfdiracy againſt 
— "Rave. infallible ways to imroduce ten 
* thouſand armed men intoa town which 
has not two bundred to oppoſe us; 
© the phinder of which wilt unite to us 
* all the ſtrangers whom. curioſity or 
trade has drawn thither; and even the 
people thereof will belp us to ſtrip the 
© great ones, by whom they bave been 
* ſo oken ſtripp d, as ſoon as they ſhall 
* rele ſafe 09 to for the beſt thige be- 
© longing to the fleet are in our intereſt, 
© and the others carry in them at pre- 

© ſent what will reduce them to aſhes: 
© the arſenal, the wonder of Europe, 
© and the terror of Aſia, is within a ſmall 
©* matter already in our power: the nine 
© gallant men who are here and 
© who have been ready fix months 
© paſt to poſſeſa themſelves of it, have 
© taken their meaſures ſo well, during 
© this delay, that they run no hazard in 
© anſwering for the ſucceſs with their 
© heads. If we had neither the troops 
* of the Lazaretto, not thoſe on Terra- 
© firma, nor the little fleet of Elliot to 
* ſupport us, nor the twenty Venetian 


© ſhips of our comrade, nor the large 
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* ſhips of the- Duke of Offuna, nor the 
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1 — nam d, are fo bord, that 
* each of them might fail without doing 
the leaſt prejudice to the reſt; they may 
help one another, but they cannot 
hurt one another: it is almoſt 


* ible-they fou'd not all facceed, and 


yet one of them alone is ſufficient. If 

* after having taken all the precautions 

* which human prudence can ſuggeſt, 
one may make a judgment of the ſuc- 
* ceſs fortune intends us; what tokens 
* can there be of her favour, which are 
* not inferior to thoſe we have? cer- 
* tainly, my*friends, they are miracu- 
© lous: it is a thing without parallel in 
© hiſtory, that an enterprize of this na- 


© leaſt of which, in all buman appear- 
©, ance, ought to have overthrown: it. 
©, Who wou'd not have thought, that 


* which were all devoted to ua, ſhou d 
not have divulg d what we kept ſecret ? 
© that the diſperſion of the little fleet 
© ſhou'd not have broken all our mea- 
© ſures, and produced many freſh incon- 
venĩencies ? that the diſcovery at Cre- 
ma, and at Maran, ſhou'd not neceſſa- 
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* crimes which nature abhors, and thoſe 
© which-ſhe cannot ſuffer without bluſh- 


* ing. Let us not ihen be afraid to take 


the ſword in one hand, and the torch 
© in the other, to exterminate "theſe 


© wretches; and when we ſhall behold 


© theſe palaces, where impiety is on the 
* throne, burning with a fire, which is 
„ rather the fire of heav'n than ours; 


© theſe tribunals, which have been fo 


* ofien fully'd with the tears, and the 
* ſubſtance of the innocent, confum'd 


eren eee en 


which expxeſa d a mind ſeĩiz d with hor 
ror, Renault ſpoke of it to the captain, 
who made a jeſt of it at firſt; but having 

view'd Jafher for ſome time, he was al- 


lation thereon ; but let it be as it wou d, 


mn the preſent poſture of ale, there 
was no time to form new meaſures, and 


ply'd, there- was one ſure way not to 
deexper'd to it, and that was to poniard 
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that he cou'd not reſolve to kill the beſi 
friend he had upon a bare ſuſpicion ; that 
the action might be attended with ſeve- 
rat ul conſequences; that he was afraid 
it might ſtartle their companions, and 
render them odious to them, and make 
thera believe they affected a fort of em- 
pire over them, and pretended to be ſo- 
yereign arbiters of their life and death 
that there was no room to hope, they 
vou'd apprehend the neceſſity of de- 


ſroying Jaſher as well as themſclves ; 
and not 


apprehending it, each conſpirator 
wou'd with grief behold his life expos d 
tw the farſt imagination of that nature, 
they might entertain of him; that hen 
mens minds are in a vehement motion, 
: ſmall matter may give them a 


— — — 


make in that ſtate, is always of mighty 


moment, becauſe. they can take none 
but extreme reſolutions; that if they 
vere to conccal the manner how Jaſher 
came to diſappear among them, it was 
till more to be fear'd the company 
wou'd believe he was diſcover d and fled, 


or elſe was = priſoner, or a traytor; and 
- K k 


28 to have, cou'd not but in- 
—— aps rs 


lancholy thoughts. 
- Renault liſten'd with — to 
the captain's diſcourſe, when one of 
their came in to them with an 
order from the ſenate; for all thoſe who 
had any poſt in the fleet to go on board 
the next morning. At the ſame time 
* was a note from the ambaſſador 
which" d the reaſon of that or- 
der. The Duke of Offuma eon'd not 
leave Naples' e pair t 
— — 
had left an order that no carriage ſhou d 
be furniſh'd to go to Venice till a cer- 
tain time, and that all letters which were 
directed thither ſhou'd be ftopp'd, the 
Venetians cou'd not have adviee of his 
before» thar day. The Arch- 
Duke, who was lately elected King of 
Bohemia, had defir'd fuccour from him 


NN 


lh 


Fi 


2132 411 | 
1111211211111 2127 


rr 


[ 
1 
1 
4 
j 


. 
| 
11 


conſideration of them; but then all the 
firmneſs of its reſolution is ſo aſſix d to 
thoſe particular circumſtances, that if 
any one of them happens to alter at the 
point of exectition, it is 4 very great 
hazard that the reſolution 

change. This 

the captain 

companions 
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* the Rn of Venice. 113 
the Venetians being to put to ſea, if 
Flliot was order d to move forward like 
viſe, he wou d infallibly meer thoſe wha 
woul be all that day repairing from Ve- 
nice to the fleet. The courſe the Vene- 
tian navy was to make, was the moſt 
favourable the conſpirators cou d wiſh, 
for it was going to turn its back to Elli- 
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have reſolo d to go, bet that he thooghe 
he left another ſelf to his companions 
while Jaffier remain'd with them. Du 
ring this: ſpeech] the captain obſerv'd 
bim with attention; but the man being 
wurm d with teſtimonies which were 
given him of the eſteem that was enter- 
tain'd of him, aner d with ſach tokens 
of zeul, fidelity and acknowledgmentas 
v eee 
n Yo on 54 bas 1 %, 66. 7:4 
This was the laſt effort . of his 

refolkntion;.it vaniſh's quite, when 

face of his friend was turn d; and ha- 
ving no longer before his the only 
man "who was capable, by ue 
nonhe had for him. to keep bim firm, 
be abandon'd himfelf jatirely to his un- 
The Renauh had 


certainty: 
given of the night of the execyrion in 
of hisharangue 


gene han be in vain; endeavours to 
drive is away,it is dane obftinace-than 
all the furies, poſſeſſes him in the midſi 
of his repaſts, diſturbs his repoſe, and 
even mingle; iaſeif in his dreams. But 
then, to bettay his friends | amd what 
unrhyal d merit cach in his ſeveral | 
it -wee'd be the work bf ages to bring 
togethat a ſcannd time ſo great a num- 
ber of extravedinary men in ibe mo- 
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nent they are going to render them+ 
flves memorable to the lateſt poſterity, 
and muſt the fruit they are ready to reap 
enter'd into the mind of a private man, 


fon at Venice, which is more capable of 
ſhaking the conſtancy of =: man of con- 
& frightfulpunich 


failing to the neighbourhood of Maran, 
ad at the fame time” as the troops of 


the Republich of Feniees 17. © | 


8 Spaniſh Conſpiracy againſt 
for from 


dna ae be Gar the 
Lazaretto, a boat ſhou'd be diſpatch d 
to him to him with -it, and 


that he wou'd wait for that advice to 


be ſear d, and to kill them. Each had 
the houſe mark d out to him which he 
was to attack, as bad alſo each of the 
principal conſpirators, and-the other 
0 officers, the poſt he was to take, the 
| mem he was to have, arid where he was 
to take them, the word to know them 
by, and the way by which be was to 
| lead them ; notice was likewiſe given to 
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"the Repablick of Venice. 119 
the troops at the Lazaretto, to the Spa+ 
niards of the little fleet, and to the thou: 
ſand Hollanders who were already in 
Venice, how they were to divide them: 
ſelves from the place of St. Mark, where 
they were all to rendezvous, the places 
they ſhou'd ſeine, the commanders 
watch-word to know them ; the artillery 
of the Council of Ten was viſited hyper 
ſons no way to be ſuſpected, and it was 
found to be in a condition to:ſerve. 

| Jaiffier had the curioſity to ſee ſhe ce 
ſea, becauſe it was the laſt time it was to 


"#3. 


_ Jaffier demanded. He heſitated no more 
N 


vp hich en fv Vn wa 
at once. He went to 
— Comino, ſecretary of the 
Council of Ten, and told him he had 

very urgent to reveal, which 
concern'd the ſafety of the ſtate, but firſt 
be. requir d the Doge and the council 
ou d promiſe him one favour, and 
ſhou d engage themſelves by the molt 
facred oaths/ to make the ſenate ratify 
their promiſe; that the favour was, the 
lives of e and be 
ſhou'd name; whatever crime they ſhou'd 
have committed; but that they ſhou'd 
not think of wreſting the ſecret from 
him by torments without granting him 
this favour, for there were not any hor- 
Tible enough to force a fingle word from 
his mouth. The Ten were afſembledin a 
moment, and immediately ſent to the 
Doge, to receive from him the promiſe 


ſatiafy d with what he was going to 
do, diſcover'd to them the whole con- 
ſpiruey. The thing appear d ſo horrible 
wo them, and fo prodigious, that they 
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the Republith Fe. 121 
tou d not believe it. However, as it 
was tafy'to verify ſome particulars of 
it Comino was ſent: to the belfry of the 
procuraty. He brought word back, that 

had found the whole guard drunk or 
aleep. They ſent him then to the arſe- 
nal. He was a good while before he 
cou'd find the officers wha had 
rapted: but at laſt a ſervant being inti- 
little door, which he cads'd; d be broke 
imes to no purpoſe. He found the of- 


werejuſt finiſhing the fire-works deſign d 
for the execution. He ask'd them what 


that the petardeers were to ſet out the 
next day to repair tothe ficet ; that the 


— fleeping as well as the 
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abet 125 * 
be plunder'd, they were come with all 
ſpeed to deteck fo great a wickedneſs, 


inſtead of ſharing in it. They were 

thank'd, lodg'd honourably, and defir'd 
to reſt themſelves till the ſenate had 
time to deliberate on the reward which 
was due to them. In the mean white, 
the ewe: the ſenate aſſembled, and 
the de Bedmar demanded audi 
ence. It was granted him out of mer» 


was then fpread over the city, and ocen 
ſon d a dreadful diforder. The 
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niards were the authors of it, got to- 
gether about the ambaſſador's palace, 
in order to break into it, and were ready 
to ſet it on fire, when they who were 
10 conde@ bim to audience, arriv'd. 
They made known their commiſſion ; 


with hopes that the ſenate wow d inflict 
on him an exemplary puniſhment, ſuf- 
ler d bim to go, and attended him with 
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cariofity. The noiſe of the conſpiracy 
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md the people flattering themſelves 


+ 


— him, when he dad given 
them the reaſon .of the warlike prepaca- 
tioos which: were found tn the boule of 
him, who, as an ambaſſaday, ought to be 
_ a miniſterof peace... He neply'd, that be 
was allonifh'd, perſons who: wac co 
ſteem d fo wile, ſhauld be ſo weak as to 
inſult him to bis face on ſo-grols 4 pre- 
tence; that they ke as well as he did, 
that all theſe were bm de- 
policed in his houſe, as had been done 
farmerly, im onder to be fant to Naples 
_ and Tusk that as. for then uche 
world knew there were none fo good 25 
thoſe which were made in the towns 


| belonging t0 the Republick, and. $a 
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be knew nothing of his condud; d 
for the lener of credit, ix was true the 
French ambetiador bad recommended 
to him a gentleman ſome mme ago, who 
— — ont 
particular aſſair, and he had green 
man the letter they; ſhew'd him; but d 
he was wholly ignorant that the Repu- 
blick was any way concern'®: in that - 
— Doge feeimg by-his replies, 
that the: ambatiador would 
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er want” 
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of a nation to which bravery and pru- 
dence were ſo natural, that they had no 
need to have recourſe to ill artifices to 
ruin their enemies; that the King his 
maſter was powerful enough to deſtroy 
them by open force, and without making 
ule of weacheries; as might very ſhortly 
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He went out abruptly uſer theſe 
words, without any ceremony; they 
who conducted him, begg'd him to reſt 
himſelf a little in an-apartmens juſt by, 
orders for his ſaſety; and he! ſuſſer d 
himſelf to be conducted where they 
| pleas'd, riging with anger, and without 
mak ing anyaufwer. While the populace 
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o drown VAnglade, the captain 
Jacques Pierre, and all the truſiy ofhi- 
As it was ſuppos d they wauld be upon 
their guard, they choſe a veſſeb of the 
could be found at Venice to carry the 
order; it was equipp d after the moſt 
likely manner to make it be thought not 
to come from thence, and it took a large 


about, to arrive from the on- 


wary fide to that it ought, if it came 
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ram Venice. It wan known aficrwants 
| =rive, he retir'd immediately inte the 
largelh of his hips; as if be had fuſpec- 
felf im a condition w make a defence 
in caſe he was betmy'd. Bus it is pro- 
bable that the fear of mining all thro” 
ther he onght to deckere EN not; 
| for the gracmal, who duknorkaſs © me- 
ment, having feat to bin two- chaſes 
men, and away fafpetial, they curer'd 
winhous arms as to SPPExTance, ingo the 
, porarded him on the fod- | 
den, xn Sung hinn inco the ſea, without 
zay one's perceiving it. |"Angiade and 
n of his officers war ferv'd after 
the fame menucr, aud with the ſame ſe- 
emeyyauod 55 tdur ot a fy 
 — nithemran time Renaulrbeingiacrer 
[iſ  oogtndian Venice, anſwcr'd, that" be 
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tives 


the ſchare were at full liberty toad aſter 
the fame manner as if jaſfier had made 
ho;diſcovery.; This advice curry d it, 


many things might 
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quite inconſolable far their execution. 
The ſenate bearing this, ſent him an 


— -.. 


"| they-fore'd him 20 take. The pity he 
4 


companions 
kin,/as often ee he reflefied that he had 
been the cauſe of their death: be under 
Rood, as he was travelling, that the de- 
fign againſt Breſcia was ſtill in a conditi- 
on to facceed : the deſire of being re · 
veng'd on the ſenate, made him fling 
himfelf into that town, but he was hard- 
ly got there, when the Council of Fen 


ſent thither 
—  —— 
principal poſts, and put ſeveral Spani- 
ards who bad been introduce d there to 


at the head of them, like a man who on- 


brought back to Venice a few days at- 
__—_— FE " F M +> . + 


— of Vac; ing 


inflexibly requir'd the lives of his com- 
panions in vain, and at laſt left Venice 


(:der to quit the ſtates belonging tothe 


—— | 


the ford. Jaſßer was taken fighting 
ly ſerka to-fell his life dearly, and being 
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the Republick of V. 16 1 
In the mean while was publiſh'd, 7 
ſound of trumpet, and in writing, thr ©. #4 
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